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U.S. Wants to Shut Down UN Controls on Iraq's Oil 

Fri Apr 25,10:33 PM ET 0Add World - Reuters to My Yahoo! 

By Evelyn Leopold 


UNITED NATIONS (Reuters) - Security Council members next week face a contentious struggle over U.S. demands to get the United Nations 
( news - web sites ) out of the multibillion dollar Iraqi oil-for-food plan and give it only a peripheral role in shaping a new government. 
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According to Bush administration officials, the United States will introduce a resolution in the council that lifts 
sanctions against Iraq ( news - web sites ) and calls for a special U.N. coordinator in what appears to be a low- 
level consultative role. 

In the main, the resolution would end U.N. control over the lucrative oil-for-food program. Currently Iraq's oil 
revenues go into a U.N. escrow fund from which suppliers of food, medicine and a host of civilian goods are 
paid. 

The new measure, according to U.N. diplomats familiar with the U.S. proposal, would create a development fund 
with oil revenues and give the World Bank ( news - web sites ) and the International Monetary Fund ( news - web 
sites ) some oversight duties. 

Council diplomats said the main point of contention would be the relationship between any Iraqi interim authority, 
the United Nations and the United States and its allies. 

"At the moment it is weighted heavily in favor of the coalition," said one envoy. The diplomat said the draft 
resolution, first disclosed by the Washington Post, appeared to be an opening ploy and would probably be 
whittled down once negotiations began. 

Without Security Council endorsement, oil firms are hesitant to sign contracts with an entity that has no 
international legal standing. 

The oil-for-food program was designed to ease the impact of the sanctions, imposed in August 1990 when Iraq 
invaded Kuwait. Among the terms for lifting the sanctions, which include all trade and financial dealings, are 
verification by U.N. arms inspectors that Iraq has no weapons of mass destruction. 


Benon Sevan, the U.N. official who heads the complex program, said on Friday that the food basket distributed by 44,000 food agents to 90 
percent of the population before the war needed to be resumed, if only temporarily. 


"Whoever is going to be in charge has to find a way to have that food basket continue," he told a news conference. 


COUNCIL RESOLUTION 


One 1999 council resolution even calls for ongoing monitoring by U.N. inspection bodies after the sanctions are lifted to make sure Iraq does not 
reacquire dangerous arms. 

But the United States does not want the U.N. inspectors back, blaming them for not coming up with a "smoking gun" that would have given 
ammunition to its war plans. 


Doing away quickly with 16 resolutions the United States helped craft over the last decade is bound to engender opposition among a majority of 

















































Adolfo Aguilar Zinser, Mexico's U.N. ambassador and the current council president, said on Thursday most members did not want the oil-for- 
food program stopped abruptly. 

"We feel that it should be phased out gradually because we cannot terminate a program that has such significance for such a large proportion of 
the population," he told reporters. 

The proposed resolution, still being drafted, appears to adopt the Pentagon ( news - web sites Vs approach for an omnibus measure that would 
eliminate most U.N. controls immediately rather than the State Department's step-by-step approach. 

The U.S. measure would also ask U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan ( news - web sites ) to appoint a special coordinator, who would work with 
American officials in Baghdad but apparently have little power beyond humanitarian issues. 

Annan so far has refused American requests to do this, arguing that the Security Council would have to make a decision and Washington would 
have to spell out clearly what the envoy would do. Russia and China have opposed sending an envoy, saying it would legitimize the U.S. 
occupation. 

France on Wednesday moved to meet the United States half way, saying that sanctions should be suspended immediately and lifted entirely only 
after U.N. arms inspectors certified Iraq no longer had weapons of mass destruction. It would dismantle the oil-for-food program in stages only, 
French envoys said without giving more details. 

Russia circulated to a few council members an informal draft resolution that would give Annan the right to "sign new contracts for the export of 
Iraqi oil and purchase of humanitarian goods" providing that those supplies were not covered by contracts signed by the previous Iraqi 
government. 

Sanctions could only be lifted when a recognized Iraqi government was in place. 
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Sen. Clinton Blasts Bush Ecomony Policies 

Tue Apr 29, 5:07 AM ET ^Add Politics - U . S. Congress to My Yahoo! 


SOUTHINGTON, Conn. - In a fiery speech Monday night, U.S. Sen. Hillary Rodham 
Clinton ( news - web sites ) accused the Bush administration of having the worst 
economic policies since Herbert Hoover, with no real plan to end the nation's fiscal 
troubles. 

Clinton, D-N.Y., told about 1,550 Connecticut Democrats that an increasing 
number of Americans are unhappy with Bush's policies. 

"There is an unease," she told the party faithful gathered at the Democrats' annual 
Jefferson Jackson Bailey dinner in Southington. "People know better than what they 
hear and what they see." 

Clinton accused Bush of squandering the surpluses that accumulated during the 
administration of her husband, former President Bill Clinton (news - web sites ). 

"In just two years, the country again faces hefty budget deficits," she said. "We are, 
unfortunately, reaping the bad consequences of a wrong economic policy. They 
have the most wrong-headed economic policies that we've seen since Herbert 
Hoover." 

She said many people, including some Republican lawmakers, have told her they 
worry about what she characterized as a Republican tax-cutting agenda that she 
compared to a snake oil salesman. 

Clinton claimed Bush’s tax-cut plan favors the wealthy while sacrificing the programs 
that Americans care about, such as public education, prescription drug coverage, 
child care and a clean environment. 

She received a standing ovation when she angrily said it was unfair for critics of 
Bush’s policies to be accused of being unpatriotic. 


"We are Americans," she said. "We have the right to participate and debate any 
administration." 


Numerous protesters with different causes showed up. 

Some were escorted out by +Democratic+ officials and Southington police during 
Clinton's speech, and another talk by Sen. Joe Lieberman ( new s - web sites)'s wife, 
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"Bush-Lieberman 2004. GOP Dream Team," one sign read. 

A small contingent of laid-off state employees also attended the dinner. They wore T- 
shirts with messages criticizing the two top +Democratic+ leaders of the legislature 
— House Speaker Moira Lyons and Senate President Pro Tern Kevin Sullivan — for 
failing to restore their jobs. 


children. 

"Hillary's killing babies," some shouted. 

In addition, 30 protesters outside criticized Lieberman, D-Conn., as being little 
different from Bush. 


"We don't want people to forget about us," said Mark Williams, a Department of 
Transportation employee. "I think they did what they had to do to pass a budget, but 
they gave up very quickly." 

Sullivan, D-West Hartford, said he sympathizes with the workers because everyone 
— the legislature, Republican Gov. John G. Rowland and the public employees' 
unions — are to blame for the layoffs. 


"They got screwed and they deserve the chance to say that anywhere they want 1 
he said. 


Democrats expected to raise $350,000 from the dinner, which also featured 
comedian-actor Chevy Chase. 
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Sen. Daschle's Fate Rest on War Comments 


Tue Apr 29, 2:29 AM ET 
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AP Photo 


By CHET BROKAW, Associated Press Writer 

^ — - t^a e ue o ttf ,e w ar a 0 ai™, 

tocEScTfatt Stl " “ h ° '° Udly ne,<, yM ' ° r Slmply ,ade away «* 3° a lon 9 way toward determining 

Daschle is a liberal Democrat who knows howto win in a conservative Republican state- he has been re-eleetPd 
twice with more than 60 percent of the vote. But his frequent clashes with Bush have made the Democratic 
lawmaker a prime GOP target in 2004, presenting Daschle with one of his tough* 

Iftn°o S nnmn F fh!' S 'T' aCti + ViStS ' R ° bert Reg,er and Paul Erickson . sald Monday that they plan to raise more than 

“i sr&ssszs ssss iToir^M? mjewa, ‘ wh ° ios ' bv a mere 524 

The views of some South Dakota veterans reflect the equally difficult tasks facing Daschle and the Republicans. 

iSKtoSs wInftotmw' “n^cr^SSe wTothmn 2? O - U , 0 5 dewas b0 "» red py the •»*«» ™>«isms A RepuWican who 
pension and their disability payments. P 9 egislation in Congress that would allow veterans to receive both their 

But Hanson doubts he will vote for Daschle next year. "The people who support him are not the people who think the way I do," Hanson said 


“elated a poltoST^temenUrn Hie e“, oi wa? ^ S,r °" 9 ^'°' U 3 ,,00ps in lrad Bu ' Rd — “«» ad *» 


The Democrats comments lost some of their sting when former House Speaker Newt 


Gingrich, a Republican, used many of the same phrases 



































Shafdoeln? Said ma " y P-* are upset with Daschle's criticism of Bush, 

state^S Sde^afS^ he SeCures moneyand P r °J ec te for his home 

doesn't just ignore you. He'll do whateve^h^ llke that ' Daschle has a reputation that if you contact his office, he 

Daschle's statement agai^fBush^buthe^x^cts^he fallout to^ubsSefn the near^?9 r ^^hs S unti[the l election. Un( ^ OU * :>teC ** y ^ ^ *° ^P' 0 ' 1 
I do not see that as the sort of career-killer that others might," Richardson said. 


^l C ^irt haS * $2 !T lilll ° n on hand for his campaign after raising $900 000 in the first three 
race certain to attract national attention and money. 


months of the year. His goal is to raise $ 10 million for i 
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Senate Republicans Pressed on Tax Cut 

Tue Apr 29, 1:57 AM ET i^Add Politics - U. S. Congress to My Yahoo! 


By MARY DALRYMPLE, AP Tax Writer 


WASHINGTON - Republicans are under intense pressure to find room in their tax cut legislation for most of President Bush (news - web sitesVs 
program to jump-start the economy. - - 

Senate Finance Committee Chairman Charles Grassley, R-lowa, told GOP leaders there will have to be a measure of bipartisanship and 
warned them not to put so much pressure on moderates that they might flee the party. Vermont Sen. Jim Jeffords left the Republican fold two 
years ago and handed control of the Senate to Democrats for 11/2 years. 

Repubiicans don’t get everything they want, and if Republicans push too hard, you have what happens to us two years ago with Senator 
Jeffords leaving the party, Grassley said in a CNN interview Monday. 

^ Sle r, imm ^ ia : el ^ larifi ^ th f l u e d0esrVt know of any lawmakers who have threatened to leave. "I don't expect that to happen but you 
know, at least that s the reality of what happened two years ago. And I think that we should learn from history," he said. 

SpiS C tho ££ W ° rki u 9 uT Se " at ?.' s tax cut said Pahs of the legislation will draw bipartisan support, such as aid to cash-strapped states 
Helping the states would help draw backing from moderate Democrats, but aides said supporters may not get the $30 billion to $40 billion they 

The White House will weigh in this week to make sure the bill includes items they want. House Speaker Dennis Hastert R-lll and Senate 
Majority Leader Bill Frist, R-Tenn., will meet with the president Tuesday evening. 

The White House has been lobbying the Senate to match the House and cut taxes by $550 billion over the next decade Republicans do not 
have enough votes in the Senate to pass more than $350 billion in tax cuts, and Grassley said he will stick to that limit. P 

)£S the la ( T 0f rea Ii ty ' a ?„ d if 1 ,? 1 is it,S going t0 be closer t0 $35 ° billion than !t is the $550 billion that the House wants unless 
some people come up with some ideas that I ve never thought of," Grassley said. 

r a a n S HTJ° W fT' a h yed , dlVI T nS ar T g R u e P ubllcans over the size of the tax cut by putting blame on the Senate's Democratic presidential 
candidates for shrinking by more than half the president's original proposal of $726 billion in cuts. 

2din h rn^nl qwI??' 6 Wh *° '''' ca " the pra " c '" 9 ponies of the Senate that a "want to be a presidential candidate or a wannabe," Hastert 
economygSngIS a f)IlHjSr” 9 3 6 * A&M University ' " lrs t0 their advanta 9 e not to help this economy and have a bad 


R ®P“ b j!? ar ! s ar e scrambling to find ways to offset the costs of cutting taxes more than $350 billion. White House spokesman Ari Fleischer (news 
- web sites ) said the president will take a look at any proposals lawmakers have. 

0**2™!* t . roubled state ® w 2' haveto compete with other items the White House favors and may end up as one of the items that will have 
next 18 ff mon d ths Plte ^ P ° PU 3nty ' Re P ubllcan aides sa ' d - In a vote last month, 80 of 100 senators endorsed giving the states $30 billion over the 


t^ C il a !lH ird V fed K era iff[! counsel at the National Conference of State Legislatures, said budget woes are forcing states to cut spending raise 
taxes and cut jobs. All of that will undermine any federal efforts at economic stimulus, Bird said. 9 ’ 



























and the money sent to states toMM the^^h^Jtetes iSsome'oHhe bS'est stiortfalte f e ^ een . ™ ndates and expectations set by federal law 
requirements of Bush's education law, the No Child Left Behind Act b " shortfalls In homeland security, special education and paying for 
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